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will bring them to the greatest perfection sepoys can be
brought to, viz. the officers commanding the sepoys to
ran in that corps only, by which means all the officers
will understand the language, without which it is im-
possible to bring the sepoys to that pitch of discipline
which will make them, truly formidable." In another
letter he says : " I am of opinion that so long as they are
regularly paid, treated with humanity, and not flattered
with promises never meant to be performed, no danger
is to be apprehended. . . , Their attachment is strong,
but they know no other than to those who feed and
clothe them." He states that, to avoid the danger of a
general revolution, he had divided the sepoys into three
brigades ; and adds that the best additional security he
could think of was to have an equal number of Hindus
and Moslems in each battalion, and "to encourage a
rivalry of discipline between them."
Olive's native policy was to govern India by the
natives of India, to do no harm, and to leave things as
they were until the English gained experience and saw
their way clearly. He wished to retain the system he
found, to change native institutions as little as possible,
and to allow the natives to have the entire management
of their own concerns. The English were to hold the
reins of government, to keep in their own hands the
controlling and directing power and the command of the
military forces, and to exercise a general supervision.
They were not to be employed as minor officials in the
courts of justice or other branches of the administra-
tion. All such posts were to be filled by natives. He con-
tended that u the attempt to introduce the English laws
throughout our possessions in India would be absurd